MONTHLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST 2010

DORMITION OF THE VIRGIN MARY: AUGUST 15

On Sunday August 15, our Church commemorates the Great
Feast of the Dormition, or Assumption of the Virgin Mary. The
importance of this feast is so great that the month of August
is dedicated to her blessedness.

AUGUST
2,4,9,1,13 Supplications of Virgin Mary
at 6:00 p.m.
5 Vespers of the Transfiguration...6:00 p.m.
6 Commemoration of the Transfiguration

our Lord
Mattins. 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy......ceeeeeeeeesesenenes 9:30 a.m.

Blessing of the Grapes

14  Eve of the Repose of the Holy Theotokos
Vespers 6:00 p.m.
Lamentations Service follows

15 THE DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY

MOTHER OF OUR LORD

Mattins. 8:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy.......cceeeeeesesenes 9:30 a.m.
27 St. Fanourios, Great Martyr

Mattins. 8:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy.......cceeeeeeeaeens 9:30 a.m.

Please bring cakes for the annual blessing
29 Sunday, Beheading of St. John
30 St. Alexander, Patriarch of Constantinople
Mattins. 8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy......ccceeeueueaeaeacns 9:30 a.m.

Upcoming events:
September 1 New Ecclesiastic Year begins
6 Labor Day
8 Nativity of the Theotokos
Mattins....8:30 a.m. D. Liturgy.....9:30 a.m.
9 Greek School begins with Holy Water
Blessing and Assembly..........cceues 4:30 p.m.
12 Festival of Youth Ministries (see below)
- Winter schedule in effect
19 His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos of
New Jersey announces the forthcoming 2010
Holy Cross Day Celebration to be held on
Sun, September 19", at the Paramount
Theater, in Asbury Park, NJ. The Mattins
shall begin at 8:00 a.m. followed by the
Hierarchical D. Liturgy at approximately
10:00 a.m. He encourages all the parishes to
observe this celebration. Liturgy will be held
at Asbury Park for all N) Churches

FESTIVAL OF YOUTH MINISTRIES - REGISTRATION
SUNDAY: SEPTEMBER 12, 2010

In an effort to reach all young people of the St. Thomas
Family, we will kick-off the new school year on September 12,
2010 with “Registration Sunday”. This means that enroliment
will be conveniently streamlined for parish youth ministries to
take place on one day, in one place, with one form. All
parishioners are invited to attend the Divine Liturgy as a
family. Following the Liturgy, the traditional Holy Water
Blessing will be held to inaugurate the beginning of the new
school year. Following dismissal, everyone is invited to the
Festival of Ministries which will be held in the Gym. Please fill
out your Family Registration Form and bring it with you on
September 12", This form should be used for enrollment in
Sunday School, YES, HOPE, JOY, GOYA, Basketball and
Acolytes. You will have the opportunity to meet the directors,
teachers , advisors, coaches and leaders of each program to
learn what’s being planned for the year. For further
information, contact Mrs. Barbara Marmarou (856) 258-5361
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or Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Tulla Sandilos (856) 429-8676.
Come one, come all and come hungry... our St. Thomas
GOVYA will hold it's annual Souvlaki Sale.

JUST SAY “YES”

We are very pleased to announce the creation of our newest
ministry at St. Thomas — Youth: Education and Service
(Y.E.S.). VYES is enlisting members between the ages of 18-25.
The 2 major components of the program will be continuing
religious education and service, within our parish and in the
community - at — large. Initially, Y.E.S. , will meet on Sunday
mornings beginning in September as an extension of the
Sunday School. Service projects and other activities will be
added to round out the program. “Find them, Greet them,
Love them” is the focus of the Archdiocese’s latest initiative to
revitalize young adult ministry across the United States. This
theme highlights the endless possibilities of a successful and
meaningful new young adult ministry. Young adult ministry
comes in all shapes and sizes, in that what works for one
parish may not work for another. The important thing for us
at St. Thomas Church is that we evaluate and meet the
needs of our Young Adults and work to create a consistent
ministry that serves a purpose — in our case, Education and
Service. If you or someone you know is interested in being a
part of Y.E.S., contact Peter Kousoulis for information and
questions (856) 904-4483 or peteykous@uerizon.net

GREEK SCHOOL REGISTRATION

Registration for the Hellenic Afternoon School for 2010-2011
school year, has already begun. Tuition rates for the Hellenic
Afternoon School are as follows: First child $350, Second
child $300, Third child $275. Please be reminded that the
parents must be members in good standing with their Fair
Share Stewardship pledge. The Greek Language program
will begin Thursday, September 9, at 4:30 p.m. with a Holy
Water Blessing and an Open House for parents and students.

RETURN TO WINTER HOURS: SEPT. 12
The winter schedule is in effect on Sunday, September 12.
Mattins 9:00 a.m. and Divine Liturgy 10:15 a.m.

ANNUAL GOVYA SOUVLAKI SALE: SEPT. 12

Please join us as we begin our New Year on Sunday,
September 12" directly after Divine Liturgy for some delicious
souvlaki, loukoumades and beverages ! This is one of GOYA'’s
main fundraisers, so come out and support our GOYA while
you register your family at the Ministry booths. What a great
way to re-connect with your St. Thomas Family and enjoy a
great meal ! For more information contact Mr. & Mrs.
Sandilos (956) 429-8676 or this event’s chairperson, Mrs.
Hrysoula Lazaropoulos (609) 953-3885.

ST. THOMAS GOYA - FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR -
COME AND SEE: FRIDAY, SEPT. 10, 2010

We welcome and encourage ALL 7 -t grade youth to
COME AND SEE what GOYA has to offer. Our first meeting
of the year sponsored by our 12" Grade GOYAN’s is Friday,
September 10" @ 7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall. GOYA
is a wonderful place to make lifetime friends while we learn,
live and witness our rich Orthodox Faith through the four
cores of GOYA — Worship, Fellowship, Service and Witness.
We have many things already in the planning stages that
ensures a FANTASTIC year. Membership and Metropolis
health forms at http://www.stthomasgoc.org/index.php. For
more information, please contact Mr. & Mrs. Sandilos @ (856)
429-8676 or tullasandilos@uerizon.net.

2010 HOLY CROSS DAY CELEBRATION: SEPT. 19

One of the most joyous events in the Holy Metropolis of New
Jersey is the forthcoming 2010 HOLY CROSS DAY
CELEBRATION, which was instituted in 1947 by the
Ecumenical Patriarch ATHENAGORAS and which has since
become a living tradition in the Metropolis. The schedule is
the Divine Services which will be held on Sunday, September
19, 2010 at the Paramount Theater, Asbury Park, NJ. Mattins
8:00 AM followed by the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at 10:00
AM. Immediately followed by the Service of the Sanctification
of the Waters and the retrieval of the Holy Cross by the
members of Youth. A family barbeque will follow the day’s
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http://www.stthomasgoc.org/index.php

Divine Services. A bus will be hired which will depart from
St.Thomas. To reserve your seat please call the Church Office
(856) 665-1731.
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